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Tarrant County reports its 
first 3 flu deaths this season 


BY BILL HANNA 
billhanna@star-telegram.com 


The first three flu-related 
deaths were voluntarily reported 
Tuesday night in Tarrant Coun- 
ty, according to Tarrant County 
Public Health. 

The three deaths all involved 
senior adults (55 years or older) 
who had underlying medical 
conditions. No other health 
information is being released. 

In Dallas County, 23 flu-relat- 


ed deaths have been reported 
with five new cases reported on 
Wednesday. 

The three flu deaths do not 
give an accurate picture of the 
severity of the flu in Tarrant 
County, said Russell Jones, chief 
epidemiologist for Tarrant 
County Public Health. 

“There’s no reason to think 
we’re any different than Dallas 
County,” Jones said. “The flu is 
bad all over North Texas.” 

Texas law does not require 
agencies to reports flu-related 


deaths for adults. Only pediatric 
flu deaths are required to be 
reported, but Tarrant County 
Public Health does receive some 
voluntary information from its 
healthcare community partners. 

“Tt’s safe to say that we are 
currently experiencing a flu 
outbreak and these three volun- 
tarily reported flu-related deaths 
reflect that,” Jones said. “This 
season is a mirrored reflection 
of 2013-2014, which was one of 
the more serious flu seasons of 
the past decade.” 


‘STAY AT HOME?’ 

That season, there were 12 flu 
deaths reported in Tarrant 
County, compared to 58 (in- 
cluding three pediatric) in Dal- 
las County. 

“Recognizing the early symp- 


toms of this disease and consult- 


ing your healthcare provider, so 
you can get on an antiviral med- 
icine like Tamiflu or Relenza, is 
advice that could lessen the 
severity of the disease for you,” 
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H3N2 IS THE 
PREDOMINANT FLU 
VIRUS IN THE 
COUNTRY. IT TENDS TO 
HIT THE OLDER 
POPULATION HARDER, 
BUT ... WE'RE SEEING 
MORE 24- AND 
45-YEAR-OLDS WITH 
THOSE SYMPTOMS. 


Russell Jones, chief 
epidemiologist for Tarrant 
County Public Health 
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The Westside YMCA building on Calmont Avenue, less than one mile off Las Vegas Trail, could be transformed into a community center. 


FORT WORTH NEIGHBORHOOD 


Las Vegas Trail closing in 
on the area's No. 1 need: 
a community center 


BY JEFF CAPLAN 
jeffcaplan@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 
LVT Rise, the committee 
formed by councilman Brian 
Byrd to revitalize the Las Vegas 
Trail area, is talking with the 
YMCA of Metropolitan Fort 
Worth about the concept of 


acquiring its Westside location 
and transforming it into a com- 
munity center. 


Through a town hall meeting 


and multiple public forums 
over the last five months, resi- 
dents have pleaded that along 
with security and safety, a 
community center is a central 
need. 


Beyond limited space in 


after-school programs, the 
area’s youths have few options 
for activities. Many come from 
single-parent and economically 
disadvantaged households in 
the apartment-lined neigh- 
borhood. 

The Westside YMCA at 8201 
Calmont Ave., is less than a 
mile east of Las Vegas Trail, 
and just a two-minute walk 


from Western Hills Elementary 
and Primary schools. It sits on 
five acres and has two outdoor 
basketball courts, a playground, 
large sports fields and a swim- 
ming pool. It is considered the 
most logical and cost-effective 
location to create the area’s 
first community center. 
Residents believe a commu- 
nity center can become an 
anchor for the neighborhood 
and a source of pride. City 
officials like Byrd believe a 
center would in turn aid the 
city by providing day care and 
after-school care, plus educa- 
tional and job training pro- 
grams, and ultimately help to 
reduce crime in the area. 
Tony Shuman, CEO of 
YMCA of Metropolitan Fort 
Worth and who also serves on 
the LVT Rise social services 
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Judge drops 
re-election 
bid in wake 
of forgery 
accusations 


BY ANNA M. TINSLEY 
atinsley@star-telegram.com 


Embattled Justice of the 
Peace Russ Casey ended his 
re-election bid Wednesday af- 
ternoon, after claims emerged 
that he had 
turned in fake 
signatures to 
secure a place on 
the March 6 pri- 


mary ballot. 
As Tarrant 
County Repub- 
Russell lican Party Chair 
Casey Tim O’Hare was 


reviewing a re- 
quest to remove 
Casey from the 
ballot, Casey — 
who was 
reprimanded last 
year for having an 
“improper sexual 
relationship” with 
a former clerk — 
decided to in- 
stead withdraw his candidacy, 
ending his re-election bid. 

“It has become apparent to 
me that Mr. O’Hare is so biased 
against me that he will stop at 
nothing to prevent my re-elec- 
tion,” Casey, who represents 
Precinct 3 in Northeast Tarrant 
County, said in a written state- 
ment given to the Star-Tele- 
gram. “I no longer have confi- 
dence that a fair election can 
actually be held while he re- 
mains chairman. I do not feel it 
is in the best interest of the 
party for me to remain a candi- 
date. 

“As such I hereby give notice 
to the Tarrant County Repub- 
lican Party and to the Tarrant 


Tim 
O'Hare 
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LOCAL & TEXAS 


YOU MIGHT SEE 
A BIT OF SNOW 


Forecasters say some frozen 
precipitation could fall 
behind a cold front Thursday. 
Only minor accumulations 


denounces 


NATION & WORLD 


TRUMP REACTS 
AFTER DACA RULING 


President Donald Trump 


after a district judge issued 
an injunction keeping DACA 


federal courts 


are expected. 3A protections in place. 5A 
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